
MINUTES 

STEVENS MEMORIAL LIBRARY DIRECTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE 

September 10, 2014 – 5:30 p.m. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Margaret Donovan, Paula Dowd, Melanie Gallo, Elaine Gardiner, Paula 

Kuehl, Jan Peterson, Ed Vitone, Maggie Whitney, and Candy Wright. 

 

Guests Present: Michael Cromwell, reporter 

 

Ed Vitone called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and said that the day's business was to interview two 

candidates for the Director's position.  Noting that the meeting was posted as an executive session and 

that the Committee would not reconvene in an open session after the executive session, he asked for a 

motion to go into executive session. Margaret Donovan made the motion, and Maggie Whitney 

seconded; the motion passed by a roll-call vote.   At this point, Michael Cromwell, was excused. 

 

Ed Vitone distributed the agenda for the meeting and a packet of materials containing the following: 

Interview questions, Draft press release, Vision statements by Kim Cochrane and Emily Donnelly, 

Interview Rating Sheet, Draft of Stevens Memorial Library Vision Statement, and Draft of 2
nd

 

Interview Format. He asked Elaine Gardiner to notify the finalists, if any, of their selection and 

Margaret Donovan to check their references. 

 

Paula Kuehl arrived at 5:36 p.m. 

 

Ed Vitone briefly reviewed the materials in the packet. He noted that the Committee needs to get 

feedback from all of the constituents who meet with finalists, discuss the financial offer to be made to 

the selected candidate, and discuss whether to make an offer to the second candidate if the selected 

candidate refuses our offer 

 

At 5:42p.m., Margaret Donovan moved to recess the executive session, and Melanie Gallo seconded;  

the motion passed. 

 

At 6:10 p.m., Paula Dowd moved to reconvene the executive session, and Maggie Whitney seconded;  

the motion passed. 

 

The Committee next interviewed two candidates for the position of Library Director: Emily Donnelly 

and Kim Cochrane. 

 

Following the two interviews, Committee members discussed the candidates and their responses to 

questions.  Maggie Whitney moved to go forward with both candidates, and Jan Peterson seconded; the 

motion passed.  Margaret Donovan will check the candidates' references and give the results to the 

Committee at its next meeting on September 16 at 4 p.m.. 

 

Ed Vitone obtained the Committee's approval of the press release and then went over the schedule for 

the interviews on September 18. He said he would draft a rating sheet for the use of the persons 

interviewing the candidates and present it at the September 16 meeting.  There was then an 

inconclusive discussion of whether to offer the successful candidate a contract.  This matter will be 

decided, Ed Vitone said, at the 5 p.m. September 23 meeting when the Committee decides to whom to 

offer the position. 

 



Ed Vitone noted that the next meeting of the Search Committee will be open.  Maggie Whitney will 

handle the posting of the meeting. 

 

Ed Vitone said we would approve the Minutes of both September 4 and September 10 at the September 

16 meeting. 

 

Maggie Whitney moved to adjourn the executive session at 8:24 p.m., and Paula Kuehl seconded; the 

motion passed by a roll-call vote. 

 

Margaret Donovan moved to adjourn the open session at 8:25 p.m., and Candy Wright seconded; the 

motion passed. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Elaine Gardiner 

 

 

 

 


